RELATIVE CLAUSES

We use relative clauses to give additional information about something without starting another sentence. By combining sentences with a relative clause, your text becomes more fluent and you can avoid repeating certain words.

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Defining relative clauses give detailed information defining a general term or expression. They are not put in commas. Defining relative clauses are often used in definitions.

Non-Defining Relative Clauses 

Non-defining relative clauses give additional information on something, but do not define it. Non-defining relative clauses are put in commas.

Note: In non-defining relative clauses, who/which may not be replaced with that. Object pronouns in non-defining relative clauses must be used.

Relative Pronouns 

	relative pronoun
	use
	example

	who
	subject or object pronoun for people
	I told you about the woman who lives next door.

	which
	subject or object pronoun for animals and things
	Do you see the cat which is lying on the roof?

	which
	referring to a whole sentence
	He couldn’t read which surprised me.

	whose
	possession for people animals and things
	Do you know the boy whose mother is a nurse?

	whom
	object pronoun for people, especially in non-defining relative clauses (in defining relative clauses we colloquially prefer who)
	I was invited by the professor whom I met at the conference.

	that
	subject or object pronoun for people, animals and things in defining relative clauses (who or which are also possible)
	I don’t like the table that stands in the kitchen.


Relative Adverbs 

	relative adverb
	MEANING
	USE
	example

	when
	in/on which
	Refers to a time expression
	The day when we met him

	where
	in/at which
	Refers to a place
	The place where we met him

	why
	for which
	Refers to a reason
	The reason why we met him


Subject Pronoun or Object Pronoun? 

Subject and object pronouns cannot be distinguished by their forms - who, which, that are used for subject and object pronouns. You can, however, distinguish them as follows:

· If the relative pronoun is followed by a verb, the relative pronoun is a subject pronoun. Subject pronouns must always be used. The apple which is lying on the table
· If the relative pronoun is not followed by a verb (but by a noun or pronoun), the relative pronoun is an object pronoun. Object pronouns can be dropped in defining relative clauses, which are then called Contact Clauses. The apple (which) George lay on the table
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Join each pair of sentences with a defining relative clause. Omit the pronoun where possible.
1. Last week I bought a book. It’s a best-seller.
Last week I bought a book which/ that is a best–seller.
2. This is the book. I found the information in it. 

3. I didn’t recognise Susan. I talked to her.

4. She hasn’t given me back my book. She borrowed it from me last week.

5. Have you seen the biscuits? They were on the top shelf.

6. A woman gave me the application form. She told me how to fill it out.

7. The novel is about a child. Her parents die in the jungle.

8. Charles Chaplin was a famous comedian. He directed well-known films.

9. You are going to meet a girl tomorrow. She is intelligent and pretty, too.

10. I bought a new CD. Its songs are by different country music singers.

Combine each of these pairs of sentences so that the second becomes a non-defining relative clause.

1. Our television set is always making funny noises. It cost us a lot of money.

Our television set, which cost us a lot of money, is always making funny noises

Our television set, which is making funny noises, cost us a lot of money

2. Mr. Green is going to retire. His students like him very much.

3. A history of the town will be published soon. People know nothing about it.

4. Picasso is known all over the world now. His paintings were not understood at first.

5. The final exams happened to be very easy. I feared them too much.

6. I'm going to visit Brazil. I don't know anything at all about it.

7. The storm damaged the lorry. Its driver is a friend of mine.

8. We couldn't climb that mountain. Its summit is always covered with snow.

9. Juan speaks English very well. His mother is Swedish.

10. Their story sounds incredible. It is true.

11. My Uncle Tom will be arriving tomorrow. You've heard so much about him.

12. Sardines are very nourishing. They are cheap.

13. I met Arthur Jones. His book on sports sells very well.

14. John did most of the work. He is very clever.

15. Valery came home yesterday. It was a pleasant surprise.

Join the two pair of sentences using relative pronouns and adverbs:





I shouted a man. He didn’t come back again.


The man who I shouted to didn’t come back.





I dropped a television. It broke.


She bought some clothes. They were very beautiful.


They built a wall. It fell down after  three weeks.


I asked a policeman for the direction. He was very helpful.


We bought a car. I really loved it.


They sent a new techer. I really liked her.


I sacked a sales assistant. I had a terrible argument with him.


She is the singer. She has signed a contract recently.


The restaurant won’t accept cheques. I found it really surprising.


She’s the new doctor. She’s coming to the hospital next month.


They are trhe people. Their shop was burnt last week.


That’s the student. His parents complained about the school headmister.


He’s the person. He’s going to be promoted.


That’s the architect. She has just won a prize fro design.


They forgot about my birthday. It was very irritarting.


Tom had been driving all day. He was tired and wanted to stop.


 Ann had been sleeping in the back of the car. She felt quite fresh and wanted to go on.


Paul wanted to take the mountain road. His tyres were nearly new.


Mary didn't know anything about mountains. She thought it would be quite safe to climb alone.


 Jack's tyres were very old. He wanted to stick to the tarred road.


He gave orders to his lieutenants. The lieutenants passed them on to the soldiers.


 She said that the men were thieves. This turned out to be true.


 The matter was reported to the Chief of Police. He ordered us all to be arrested.


In prison they fed us on dry bread. Most of it was mouldy.


 We slept in the same room as a handcuffed prisoner. His handcuffs rattled every time he moved.


 We lit a fire. It soon dried out our clothes.





Complete with a RELATIVE PRONOUN





This is the bank ...................was robbed yesterday. 


A boy................... is in my class was in the bank at that time. 


The man...................robbed the bank had two pistols. 


He wore a mask...................made him look like Mickey Mouse. 


He came with a friend...................waited outside in the car. 


The woman...................gave him the money was young. 


The bag...................contained the money was yellow. 


The people ...................were in the bank were very frightened. 


A man................... mobile was ringing did not know what to do. 


A woman...................daughter was crying tried to calm her. 


The car the bank robbers escaped in was orange. 


The robber...................mask was obviously too big didn't drive. 


The man...................drove the car was nervous. 


He didn't wait at the traffic lights...................were red. 


A police officer ...................car was parked at the next corner stopped and arrested them. 


This is the station...................Emily met James. 


July and August are the months...................most people go on holiday. 


Do you know the reason...................so many people in the world learn English? 


This is the church................... Sue and Peter got married. 


Edinburgh is the town...................Alexander Graham Bell was born. 


25 December is the day...................children in Great Britain get their Christmas presents. 


A famine was the reason...................so many Irish people emigrated to the USA in the 19th century. 


A greengrocer's is a shop...................you can buy vegetables. 


The day...................I arrived was very nice. 


A horror film was the reason................... I couldn't sleep last night. 
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